Checklist for Evaluating Web Pages

If you are teaching students to access the Internet for research, it is essential that students learn how to validate the information they find. Far too many students believe that “if it is on the Internet, it must be true!”  It is your job to help students learn how to check the validity of websites using the criteria included in the checklists below.
Complete the following checklist for the sites you located to use for your Unit.

	Completed by:
	     

	Website Title:
	     

	Website URL:
	     

	Purpose:
	     


	Evaluation Criteria

	I.
	Accuracy

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Sources for factual information are identified so they can be verified

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The information is free from grammatical, spelling, and typographical errors 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	There is an editor or someone who verifies/checks the information

	

	II.
	Authority

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	An author is identified and is qualified to write this page

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The sponsor/publisher for the page is identified

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	There is a link to information about the author or sponsor including phone number and address

	

	III.
	Objectivity

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The information is objective with a minimum of bias

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The information is accurate and appears to be provided as a public service

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	There is limited or no advertising on the page

	

	II.
	Currency

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The page is current and updated regularly

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The links on the page are current and updated regularly

	

	II.
	Coverage

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The information can be viewed properly without special software or fees

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The links complement the page

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	There is a balance of text and images


	Validity

	Enter the URL for the site you wish to check in the search box at http://www.alltheweb.com  Record your findings.

	Number of external web pages linking to this page:       

	Number of external web pages that contain this URL:       

	Owner of this site:       
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